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POWER    OF    REPENTANCE 

By  JOSEPH  FIELDING  SMITH  of  tho  Council  of  the  Twelve 

Address  delivered  at  the   Sunday  afternoon,  scstilon    of   tlie    115f//    se}ni-an)uial   (jeneral 
.     conference,   October  8,   1U44,  in  the  Tabernacle. 


My  brethren,  I  rely  upon  your  faith  and 
prayers,  and  the  guidance  of  the 
Spirit  of  the  Lord  in  what  I  may  be  led 
to  say  this  afternoon. 

One  hundred  and  fourteen  years  ago  the 
Lord  restored  the  gospel  and  organized 
again  his  Church  upon  the  earth.  The 
reason  for  such  organization  and  restoration 
is  the  fact  that  for  centuries  the  world  had 
been  in  spiritual  darkness,  without  the 
authority,  and  without  the  understanding; 
they  knew  not  how  to  worship  the  living 
God. 

The  Lord  said,  in  the  commencement  of 
this  work  : 

Wherefore,  I  the  Lord,  l<nowing  the 
cahDnity  which  should  come  upon  the  in- 
habitants of  the  earth  called  ^lpon  my 
serva)it  Joseph  Smith,  Jun.,  and  spake 
unto  him  from  heaven,  and  gave  him 
com  niandnients ; 

And  also  gave  commandments  to 
others,  that  they  should  proclaim  these 
things  unto  the  world;  and  all  this  that 
it  might  be  fulfilled,  which  was  written 
by  the  prophets — 

The  iveaJi  things  of  the  icorld  shaU 
come  forth  and  break  down  the  )nighty 
and  strong  ones,  that  man  should  not 
counsel  his  fellow  man,  neither  trust  in 
the  arm  of  flesh — 

But  that  every  man  niight  sjicak  in  the 
name  of  God.  the  Lord,  even  the  Saviour 
of  the  wo'vld: 

That  faith  also  might  increase  in  the 
earth ; 


That    niine   everlasting   covenant    might 
be  established : 

That  the  fulness  of  ))nj  gospel  might  be 
proclaimed   by   the    weak   and   the   simple 
unto   the    ends   of  the    world,    and    before 
kings  and  rulers.     [D.  and  C.  1:17-28.) 
The      everlasting      covenant      had      been 
broken  ;  the  correct  understanding  of  gospel 
principles    had    disappeared    through    apos- 
tasy ;  the  right  to  officiate  in  the  ordinances 
of  the  gospel  had  ceased  among  men.       It 
became    necessary    that   all    this    m^'ght    be 
restored,     and    that    faith    might    increase 
among   the  people    through    an   opening   of 
the  heavens  and  a  restoration  of  the  gospel. 
So  the  Lord  sent  his  messengers  from  his 
presence,    with    the   fulness    of   the    gospel, 
and  with  power,   and  the  authority  of  the 
priesthood  to  bestow  upon  men,   and  gave 
them  commandments,   as  indicated  in  this 
commandment — because  the  Lord  knew  the 
calamities   which    were    to    come   upon    the 
world,    and    it    was   his    will  that    a   proper 
warning,  and  the  opportunity  to  receive  the 
gospel  be  given  unto  men  that  they  might 
repent  and  turn  from   their  evil  ways  and 
serve  the  Lord. 

He  sent  forth  his  messengers  into  all 
parts  of  the  earth  to  preach  this  gospel,  and 
that  is  in  fulfilment  of  the  promise  that  is 
made  by  our  Lord  as  you  find  it  recorded 
in  the  24th  chapter  of  jMatthew,  not  cor- 
rectly given  in  the  Bible,  however,  but  it 
is  given  correctly  to  the  Prophet  Joseph 
Smith.  When  the  Lord  was  speaking  to 
his    disciples,    he    said    \mto    thein,    "  And 
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again  this  gospel  of  the  kingdom  shall  be 
preached  in  all  the  world  as  a  witness,  and 
then  shall  the  end  come."  That  is  the 
correct  understanding  of  his  words. 

And  again  this  gospel  has  gone  forth  into 
the  world,  and  the  Lord  said,  speaking  of 
his  servants : 

.  .  .  The  voice  of  warning  shall  be  un- 
to all  people,  by  the  viouths  of  my  dis- 
ciples, whom  I  have  chosen  in  these  last 
days.  And  they  shall  go  forth  and  none 
shall  stay  them,  for  I  the  Lord  have  com- 
m,anded  them.  Behold,  this  is  mine 
authority,  and  the  authority  of  my  ser- 
vants, and  viy  preface  unto  the  book  of 
my  commandments,  which  I  have  given 
them  to  publish  unto  you,  0  inhabitants 
of  the  earth. 

Wherefore,  fear  and  tremble,  0  ye 
people,  for  ivhat  I  the  Lord  hath  decreed 
in  them  shall  be  fufiUcd.  [D.  and  C. 
1:4-7.) 

And  so  his  servants  went  forth,  they  have 
been  going  forth  for  over  one  hundred  years, 
proclaiming  the  truth,  crying  repentance, 
calling  upon  the  people  to  turn  from  their 
evil  way  to  the  worship  of  the  living  God. 
I  have  been  very  pleased  throughout  this 
conference,  because  it  has  been  a  cry  of 
repentance.  The  Lord  said  to  some  of 

those  early  missionaries  who  went  forth, 
when  they  asked  for  information  and  guid- 
ance they  were  to  preach  nothing  but  re- 
pentance and  remission  of  sins.  He  said 
he  was  sending  them  out  into  a  perverse, 
stiff  necked  and  wicked  world. 

Let  me  read  one  or  two  of  such  passages 
to  you.  In  March,  before  the  organization 
of  the  Church,  the  Lord  said : 

Oh,  this  unbelieving  and  stiffneclccd 
generation — mine  anger  is  kindled  against 
them.  (D.  and  C.  5:8.) 
And  in  sending  forth  these  missionaries 
with  the  message  of  truth,  he  again  said : 
I  give  unto  you,  who  are  the  first 
labourers  in  this  last  kingdom,  a  com- 
m.andment  that  you  assemble  yourselves 
together,  and  organize  yourselves,  and 
prepare  yourselves,  and  sanctify  your- 
selves; yea,  purify  your  hearts,  and 
cleanse  your  hands  and.  your  feet  before 
m.e,  that  I  may  make  you  cleaji;  that  I 
may  testify  unto  your  Father  and  your 
God,    and   my    God,   tha^   you  are   clean 


from  the  blood  of  this  wicked  generation, 
that  I  may  fulfil  this  promise,  this  great 
and  last  promise,  which  I  have  m.ade  un- 
to you  when  I  will.  (D.  and  C.  88:74-75.) 
And  again,  when  these  missionaries  were 
called  to  go,  the  Lord  gave  them  this 
histruction : 

Behold,  they  have  been  sent  to  preach 
my  gospel  among  the  congregations  of  the 
wicked;  wherefore,  I  give  unto  .them  a 
commandment,  thus:  Thou  nhalt  not  idle 
away  thy  time,  neither  shalt  thou  bury 
thy  talent  that  it  m,ay  not  be  known. 
{D.  and  C.  60:13.) 

That  was  the  counsel  given  to  these 
missionaries.  So  they  went  out  into  a  per- 
verse world,  meeting  the  opposition,  the 
hatred,  and  the  condemnation  of  men, 
gathering  out,  as  the  Lord  said  they  would, 
two  of  a  family  and  one  of  a  city — rather 
a  strange  expression — but  they  gathered 
them  out,  and  I  am  looking  at  this  particu- 
lar moment  into  the  faces  of  the  sons  of 
the  parents  who  heard  the  message  of  truth 
and  gladly  received  it,  and  were  gathered 
out. 

But  the  world  refused  to  hear  the 
message,  and  down  through  these  one 
hundred  and  fourteen  years  that  this  gospel 
has  been  preached  among  the  nations  of  the 
earth,  the  world  has  refused  to  hear.  They 
have  rejected  the  words  of  the  prophets; 
they  have  ridiculed  the  missionaries  who 
took  the  message  to  them.  Everything 

that  Satan  could  do  to  bring  to  pass  his 
purposes  and  to  destroy  this  everlasting 
work  which  has  come,  never  to  be  destroyed 
again,  nor  to  be  taken  from  the  earth, 
everything  he  could  do  was  done,  and  the 
minds  of  the  people  generally  were  blinded; 
but  here  and  there  those  who  were  of  the 
house  of  Israel,  who  could  recognize  the 
voice  of  the  Shepherd,  were  gathered  out. 
Now  some  of  my  good  brethren  who  have 
spoken  have  given  some  of  the  thoughts  I 
hoped  to  say,  so  I  may  repeat  a  little. 

Once  again,  the  Lord  said  to  his 
missionaries : 

Hearken  ye,  for,  behold,  the  great  day 
of  the  Lord  is  nigh  at  hand. 

For  the  day  cometh  that  the  Lord  shall 
utter  his  voice  out  of  heaven;  the  heavens 
shall  .'ihake  and  the  earth  shall  tremble, 
and  the  trump  of  God  shall  sound  both 


May,  1945. 


CUMORAH'S  SOUTHJORN   MESSENGER. 


51 


lojig  and  loud,  and  shall  say  to  the  sleep- 
ing nations:    Ye  saints  arise  and  live ;  ye 
.  sinners  stay  and  sleep  until  I  shall  call 
again. 

Wherefore  gird  up  your  loins  lest  ye  be 
found  among  the  wicked. 

Lift  up  your  voices  and  spare  not. 
Call  upon  the  nations  to  repent,  both  old 
and  young,  both  bond  and  free,  saying: 
Prepare  yourselves  for  the  great  day  of 
the  Lord; 

For  if  I,  who  am  a  man,  do  lift  up  my 
voice  and  call  upon  you  to  repent,  and 
ye  hate  me,  what  will  ye  say  ivhen  the 
day  cometh  when  the  thunders  shall 
utter  their  voices  from,  the  ends  of  the 
earth,  speaking  to  the  ears  of  all  that 
live,  saying — Repent,  and  prepare  for  the 
great  day  of  the  Lord? 

Yea,  and  again,  when  the  lightnings 
shall  streak  forth  from  the  east  unto  the 
west,  and  shall  utter  forth  their  -voices 
unto  all  that  live,  and  m^ake  the  cars  of 
all  tingle  that  hear,  saying  these  words 
— Repent  ye,  for  the  great  day  of  the 
Lord  is  com,e  ? 

And  again,  the  Lord  shall  utter  his 
voice  out  of  heaven,  saying:  Hearken,  O 
ye  nations  of  the  earth,  and  hear  the 
words  of  that  God  ivho  made  you. 

0,  ye  nations  of  the  earth,  how  often 
ivould  I  have  gathered  you  together  as  a 
hen  gathereth  her  chickens  under  her 
wings,  but  ye  ivould  not ! 

Hoiv  oft  have  I  called  upon  you  by  the 
m,outh  of  my  servants,  and  by  the  minis- 
tering of  angels,  and  by  mine  own  voice, 
and  by  the  voice  of  thunderings,  and  by 
the  voice  of  lightnings,  and  by  the  voice 
of  tempests,  and  by  the  voice  of  earth- 
quakes, and  great  hailstorms,  and  by  the 
voice  of  famines  and  pestilences  of  every 
kind,  and  by  the  great  sound  of  a  trump, 
and  by  the  voice  of  judgment,  and  by  the 
voice  of  w,ercy  all  the  day  long,  and  by 
the  voice  of  glory  and  honour  and  the 
riches  of  eternal  life,  and  ivould  have 
saved  you  tcith  an  everlasting  salvation, 
but  ye  ivotdd  not ! 

Behold  the  day  has  come,  when  the 
cup  of  the  wrath  of  tnine  indignation  is 
full. 

Behold,  verily  I  say  unto  you,  that 
these    are    the    ivords    of  the    Lord    your 


God.  (D.  and  C.  43:17-27.) 
Now  this  is  a  warning  that  went  out  to 
the  world.  They  would  not  heed  it. 
Returning  now  to  what  the  Lord  said  in  the 
preface  to  this  Book  of  Conimandments,  I 
will  read  some  more: 

And  verily  I  say  unto  you,  that  they 
who  go  forth,  bearing  these  tidings  unto 
the  inhabitants  of  the  earth,  to  them  is 
power  given  to  seal  both  on  earth  and  in 
heaven,   the   unbelieving  and  rebellious; 

Yea,  verily,  to  seal  them  up  unto  the 
day  when  the  wrath  of  God  shall  be 
poured  out  upon  the  tvicked  without 
measure — 

Unto  the  day  when  the  Lord  shall 
come  to  recompense  unto  every  m.an 
according  to  his  work,  and  measure  to 
every  man  according  to  the  measure 
which  he  has  measured  to  his  fellow 
man. 

Wherefore  the  voice  of  the  Lord  is  un- 
to the  ends  of  the  earth,  that  all  that  will 
hear  may  hear : 

Prepare  ye,  prepare  ye  for  that  which 
is  to  come.,  for  the  Lord  is  nigh; 

And  the  anger  of  the  Lord  is  kindled, 
and  his  sword  is  bathed  in  heaveti,   and 
it  shall  fall   upon  the  inhabitants  of  the 
earth.   (D.   and  C.    1:8-13.) 
There  are  a  great  many  prophetic  sayings 
that    were    given    to    the    Prophet    Joseph 
Smith,   and  recorded  in  this  book  of  Doc- 
trine   and   Covenants,    in    which    the    Lord 
warned  this  world  of  the  calamities  and  the 
destruction,    the    wars    and    the    pestilence 
that  would  come  upon  them  if  they  refused 
to     hearken    to     the     testimony     of    these 
humble  elders  of  Israel. 
Again  he  said : 

/,  the  Lord,  am  angry  witli  the  wicked; 
I  am  holding  my  Spirit  from  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  earth. 

I  have  sworn  in  my  wrath,  and  decreed 
wars  upon  the  face  of  the  earth,  and  the 
wicked  shall  slay  •  the  wicked,  and  fear 
shall  come  upon  every  man.  (D.  and  C. 
63:32,  33.) 

Now,  that  was  a  calamity  which  came 
upon  the  world,  when  the  Lord  decreed  that 
he  would  withhold  his  spirit  from  the  in- 
habitants of  the  earth.  He  had  no  refer- 
ence to  the  Holy  Ghost,  because  they  never 
had  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  but  he  had 
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roforeiice  to  the  light  of  truth,  or  Spirit  of 
Christ,  which  would  lead  them  to  the  truth, 
if  they  would  heed  it.  This  s{)irit  he  was 
withdrawing  from  them  because  of  their 
wickedness  and  the  withdrawal  of  his  spirit 
would  bring  upon  them  these  calamities — 
the  pestilences,  the  plagues,  and  all  the  rest 
of  it  that  is  mentioned  here,  including 
bloodshed,  and  war. 

To-day  we  find  this  world  torn  asunder ; 
wickedness  prevailing  in  the  hearts  of  the 
people,  distress  among  the  nations,  blood- 
shed such  as  the  world  has  never  seen  be- 
fore. I  am  going  to  be  bold  enough  to 
say  that  all  of  this  could  have  been  avoided ; 
it  would  have  been  unnecessary,  if  the  in- 
habitants of  the  world  had  hearkened  to  the 
voice  of  the  elders  of  Israel  who  were  sent 
to  them  with  th's  message  of  salvation,  and 
which  they  refused  to  receive. 

Furthermore,  we  cry  for  peace ;  we  are 
called  upon  to  pray  for  peace,  and  we  are 
praying  for  peace.  I  have  never  had  very 
much  confidence  in  the  proclamation  or  the 
request  that  was  made  asking  the  people  of 
this  country  to  pray  for  peace,  for  the  very 
good  reason  that  it  was  not  sincere.  We 
cannot  pray  to  the  Lord  and  say  :  ' '  Listen 
to  our  cause,  bring  victory  to  us,  do  what 
we  want  you  to  do,  but  don't  ask  us  to  do 
what  you  want  us  to  do." 

We  have  heard  from  quite  a  number  of 
those  who  have  spoken  in  this  conference  of 
the  wickedness  that  prevails  throughout  the 
world,  the  wickedness  among  the  boys  who 
have  gone  into  the  armed  forces  of  the 
country,  the  wickedness  of  the  people  who 
are  not  in  those  forces.  We  all  know  those 
things  are  true,  that  immorality  is  ram- 
pant, that  drunkenness,  and  the  filthy  use 
of  tobacco  are  weakening  the  constitutions 
of  those  who  go  out  to  fight,  and  these  evils 
are  also  among  those  not  in  the  armed 
forces.       The  world  is  full  of  evil. 

Bishop  Eichards  called  attention  to  a 
statement  made  in  a  letter  from  one  of  his 
boys  who  is  in  the  service.  I  had  a  like 
communication  from  one  of  my  boys.  He 
was  only  eighteen  when  he  was  sent  out, 
he  did  not  know  anything  about  the  world. 

I  want  to  say  to  you  that  it  was  a  great 
i-egret  to  me  that  he  had  to  go  and  learn 
something  about  the  ways  of  the  world,  and 
I  regret  that  your  boys  had  to  go  and  learn 
it,  such  things  as  they  have  been  forced  to 


learn.  This  boy  wrote  home  several 
months  ago  and  said,  after  referring  to  some 
of  the  things  which  he  had  witnessed:  "  1 
have  lost  faith  in  humanity." 

So  we  cry  for  peace,  we  are  asked  to  pray 
for  peace,  but  who  is  willing  to  keep  the 
commandments  of  the  Lord  that  we  might 
have  peace?  Now,  you  ask  yourselves, 
you  brethren  :  in  your  praying  are  you  sin- 
cere? In  your  asking  for  peace,  are  you 
willing  to  keep  the  commandments  of  the 
Lord?  Do  you  keep  the  Sabbath  day 
holy?  Do  you  pay  your  honest  tithing? 
Do  you  attend  to  these  other  duties  that 
have  been  mentioned  here  so  many  times? 

When  I  think  of  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try, or  any  other  of  these  countries,  asking 
the  Lord  for  help,  and  at  the  same  time 
ignoring  every  commandment  that  he  has 
given  them,  I  wonder  how  we  can  even  hope 
for  peace.  We  could  have  had  peace  long 
ago,  and  thousands  of  lives  could  have  been 
saved,  if  the  people  had  humbled  them- 
selves, and  had  been  willing  to  keep  the 
commandments  of  the  Lord  so  he  could 
fight  their  battles.  But  this  they  were 
not  willing  to  do. 

Now  I  shall  repeat  what  one  of  these 
brethren  said  who  spoke  before  me.  The 
Lord  said  to  the  members  of  this  Church, 
in  an  early  day,  that  because  of  their  trans- 
gressions trouble  came  upon  them,  and  1 
quote : 

They   ivere    slow   to   hearken   unto   the 

voice  of  the  Lord  their  God:  therefore, 
.    the   Lord   their   God   is  slow   to   hearken 

unto  their  prayers,  to  answer  them  in  the 

day  of  their  trouble. 

In     the     day     of     their     peace     they 

esteemed  lightly  my  counsel;  hut,  in  the 

day    of   their    trouble,    of  necessity    they 

feel  after  me.     {D.  and  C.  101:7-8.) 

Well,  the  people  of  this  uation  could 
have  felt  after  the  Lord ;  we  could  have  gone 
before  him,  and  could  have  placed  our 
petitions  before  him.  And  he  would  have 
heard  our  prayers.  If  we  had  done  this  in 
the  spirit  of  faith  and  humility,  and  the 
determination  in  our  hearts  to  keep  his 
commandments,  then,  I  repeat,  he  would 
have  heard  our  prayers,  and  many  lives 
would  have  been  spared ;  I  am  sure  of  it  for 
he  would  have  come  to  our  aid  and  would 
have  fought  our  battles. 

(Continued  on  page  56.) 
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THE    PARABLE    OF    THE    JEWEL 

By   NEPHI  JENSEN 


ONE  of  the  most  positive  of  all  evidences 
of  the  specific  manifestation  of 
divine  power  in  human  affairs  that  has 
come  to  me,  is  the  manifest  fulfilment  of 
the  pi'ophetic  promises  given  in  our  day  by 
the  true  servants  of  God. 

The  most  touching  recent  proof,  that  has 
come  to  my  attention,  of  the  definite  mani- 
festation of  the  prophetic  spirit  in  the 
ministry  of  our  latter  day  leaders,  occurred 
a  few  days  before  last  Christmas.  It 
happened  at  a  union  meeting  held  by  all 
the  P'rotestant  churches  of  Salt  Lake  City^ 

It  happended  this  way :  On  the  ninth  day 
of  February,  1898,  President  J.  Golden 
Kimbal,  set  me  apart  for  my  mission  to  the 
Southern  States.  In  the  blessing  he  pro- 
nounced on  me  which  was  reported  steno- 
graphically  and  a  copy  lies  before  me,  he 
said  among  other  things,  "  You  shall  be 
given  original  ideas  and  iJJustrations/' 

At  the  union  meeting  above  referred  to,  a 
lady  read  my  original  parable  of  the  Jewel 
which  follows : 

"  Once  there  was  a  certain  rich  man  who 
had  a  precious  jewel  that  he  desired  to  have 
delivered  to  a  nobleman  who  resided  in  a 
castle  at  the  summit  of  a  high  mountain. 

He  called  one  of  his  slaves  and  said  to 
him : 

Take  this  Jewel,  posthaste  carry  it  to 
the  top  of  the  mountain  and  deliver  it  to 
the  nobleman  in  the  castle.'  The  slave 
sullenly  took  the  Jewel  and  started  up  the 
mountainside.  Every  step  he  took,  one 
sullen,  hateful  thought  passed  through  his 
mind. 

I  am  a  slave.  I  hate  my  master  be- 
cause he  compels  me  to  serve  him.' 

So  when  he  reached  the  top  of  the  moun- 
tain, he  was  more  sullen  and  hateful  than 
when  he  started  to  climb.  For  it  is  a 
settled  law  of  human  nature  that  the  more 
we  do  in  the  spirit  of  hatefulness,  the  more 
hateful  we  become.  When  the  slave 
reached  the  entrance  of  the  castle,  he  was 
met  by  a  stern  guard  who  demanded, 
What  brings  you  here  ?  * 
I  have  a  Jewel  for  the  nobleman  in  the 


castle.' 

Why  do  you  bring  it?  ' 
Because  I  am  a  slave  and  I  am  com- 
pelled to  bring  it. ' 

The  nobleman  will  not  accept  a  gift 
from  a  slave.'  So  the  slave  returned  to 
his  master  with  the  Jewel. 

The  rich  man  now  called  one  of  his  free 
employees    and    asked    him    if    he    would 
deliver  the  Jewel  to  the  nobleman. 
Yes,'  replied  the  ambitious  youth. 
'  What  will  you  charge  for  your  services?' 

One  hundred  dollars.' 
The  bargain  was  struck.       The  ambitious 
youth  started  up  the  mountainside  with  the 
Jewel.        Every   step   he   took,   one   greedy 
thought  passed  through  his  mind. 

When  I  shall  have  delivered  this  Jewel, 
I  shall  receive  $100.' 

So  when  he  reached  the  summit  of  the 
mountain,  he  was  more  greedy  and  selfish 
than  when  he  started  to  climb.  '  For  it  is 
a  settled  law  of  human  nature  that  the 
more  we  do  in  the  spirit  of  greed  and 
selfishness,  the  more  selfish  we  become. 

When  he  reached  the  entrance  to  the 
castle,  he  too,  was  met  by  the  stern  guard, 
who  demanded. 

What  brings  you  here?  ' 
I  have  a  precious  Jewel  for  the  noble- 
man. '  ,  .  ' 
Why  do  you  bring  it?  '  , 
Because  I  am  paid  for  bringing  it.'  ^ 
The  nobleman  will  not  accept  a  gift' 
from  a  hireling.' 

The  rich  man  next  asked  a  generous- 
hearted  Christian  youth  to  deliver  the 
Jewel. 

What  will  you  charge  for  your  service  ?  ' 
he  asked. 

'  Nothing,'  responded  the  youth.  '  I 
know  the  nobleman.  I  have  met  his  only 
son,  who  is  the  gentlest  of  the  gentle  and 
purest  of  the  pure.  I  understand  that  the 
nobleman  is  just  like  that  son.  Because 
he  is  like  that  son,  I  love  the  nobleman  as 
I  love  his  son.  And  because  I  love  the 
nobleman,  I  wil  gladly  carry  the  Jewel  to 
him  without  pay.' 

(Continued  on  page  58.) 
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DISTRICTS    HIGHLIGHTS 


Springs  Branch.     I.  C.  Louw,  Frenidcnt, 

8  McCann  Street,  Selection  Park. 

Sister    Veronica    has    decided    to    make 

her  home  in  Springs  and  we  welcome  her 

as  a  member  of  the  branch.       We  feel  that 

Cumorah's  loss  is  our  gain. 

Several  children  have  been  ill  during  the 
past  weeks,  but  are  fully  recovered.  They 
are  Noel  V.  Jubber  and  Bobby  Wilson  had 
tonsil  operations  and  Beverley  June  Louw 
was  treated  for  mastoid.  Bertie  Wilson  and 
Ewald  Jubber  were  confined  to  bed  for  a 
short  time.  Sister  Marie  van  Niekerk  has 
also  been  ill. 

Two  additions  arrived  in  the  homes  of 
Sister  Kate  and  Mr.  van  Stadeu  and  James 
and  Sister  Betty  Pretorius.  Both  are 
daughters  and  all  are  doing  nicely,  and  we 
offer  our  congratulations. 

Relief  Society  held  a  very  successful 
social  and  dance,  March  31st.  Fine  music 
was  furnished  by  Brother  Charles  Jubber 
and  his  friends  for  which  the  Relief  Society 
are  very  appreciative.  Reports  given  at 
the  recent  Officers'  and  Teachers'  Meeting 
indicate  improved  attendance  is  being  well 
maintained. 

North  Western  Branch.  Wm.  H.  Brnm- 
mer,  President,  37  Albert  Road,  New- 
lands,  Johannesburg. 

The  marriage  at  Ramah  on  21st  April  of 
Lily  Brummer  to  Mr.  Gr.  Viljoen  is  an- 
nounced. Oui-  best  wishes  for  your 
happiness. 

Pretoria.        Carl     Kiinitz,     President,     440 
Retief  Street,  West  End,  Pretoria. 
Sister    M.     E.     Smith    and    her    grand- 
daughter,  Patsy   Gardiner,    have   moved   to 
Johannesburg    to    make    their    home    witli 
Brother  and  Sister  Norman  Mui]-. 
Liahona   Branch.      Ariel   T.    Smith,    Presi- 
dent,   61    Victoria   Street,    Rosettenville, 
Johannesburg. 

A  fine  recovery,  thanks  to  the  blessings 
of  the  Lord,  has  been  made  by  Shirley 
Smith  after  an  appendix  operation,  and  we 
are  all  happy  to  have  her  about  again. 
Brother  L.  G.  Muir  had  the  privilege  of 
blessing  and  naming  Frank  Millan  Stark, 
son  of  Brother  and  Sister  R.  Stark,  on  18th 
March. 


Sister  Mary  Vice  and  her  family  have 
moved  nearer  to  our  ineeting  places  and 
their  new  address  is  95  Ferreira  Street, 
TurfYontein. 

We  enjoyed  the  presence  of  Brother 
Thomas  Wilson,  of  Cumorah,  and  his 
daughter,  Agnes  Griffith,  at  our  evening 
services,  Sunday,  the  8th.  Brother  and 
Sister  Tex  Smith  and  Rea  Potgieter  were 
also  visitors. 

Our  good  friend,  Mr.  John  Botha,  is  in 
the  General  Hospital.  Best  wishes  for  an 
early  recovery. 

Brother  Aubrey  Muir,  son  of  Leonard  G. 
Muir,  was  married  in  Cairo  on  13th  of 
March  last  to  Molly  Ames,  both  on  active 
service.  Congratulations. 
Ramah  Branch.  Norman  G.  Muir,  Presi- 
dent,    11     Johannes     Street,     Troyville, 

Johannesburg. 

Transvaal  District  Conference,  Sunday, 
13th  May,  Ramah.  Two  fine  programmes 
of  special  interest  were  the  Relief  Society 
anniversary  and  the  Easter  programmes  by 
the  Smiday  School  and  M.I.  A.  The 
Mutual  have  also  sponsored  a  Quizz  night 
and  Theatre  party  at  the  20th  Century. 
Church  Organization  Anniversary  was 
another  event  well  commemorated. 

We  are  happy  to  record  the  early  re- 
covery of  Richard  Evans  from  a  tonsil 
operation . 

Brother  and  Sister  Vincent  Ganter  have 
returned  from  their  holiday.  Casper  and 
George,  Jr.,  cycled  to  Bethlehem,  O.F.S., 
and  back,  during  their  vacation.  Brother 
and  Sister  C.  H.  Louw  are  spending  their 
leave  in  Vereeniging. 

"It  is  good  to  see  Brother  Tex  Smith  back 
in  civvies  again  after  his  long  spell  in  the 
army.  We  wish  him  success  in  his  new 
ernployment. 

Brother  Peter  Kelly  and  his  wife  have 
just  returned  from  the  south  coast. 

The  engagement  of  Sister  Joyce  Cook  to 
Mr.  David  White,  of  the  Royal  Marines  is 
announced.       Our  congratulations. 

Little  Joey  Jacobs,  daughter  of  Brother 
and  Sister  Henry  Jacobs,  of  Alberton,  is  in 
Germiston  Hospital,  with  infantile  paraly- 
sis.      Our  prayers  are  for  her. 
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We     sorrow     deeply     with     Joy     Smith 
Moloney  and  her  loved  ones  in  the  loss  of 
her  husband,  Mick  Moloney.       He  died  of 
wounds,   16th  March,  in  Italy. 
Krugersdorp.       Edna  Kewncy,   8*J  Premier 

Street,   Krugersdorp. 

Sister  Eunice  Domain  has  returned  to  her 
home  from  holiday  in  Rhodesia  looking  very 
well.       Brother  and  Sister  David  Banlield 
spent  a  brief  holiday  at  Magaliesburg. 
Durban  Branch.  Louis   Duncan,    Presi- 

dent,  294   Essenwood  Road,    Berea. 

The  twin  sons  of  Brother  and  Sister  C 
A.  Smith  were  blessed  on  25th  March. 
Norman  "Wynne  was  blessed  by  his  father 
and  Max  Gail  by  Brother  John  Moore. 

Sister  John  Moore  has  been  confined  to 
her  bed  suffering  from  high  blood  pressure, 
but  is  now  recovered. 
Port  Elizabeth  Branch.       R.  K.  F.  Dollcr, 

President,  18  Caithness  Road,  Walrner. 

29th  March,  a  Relief  Society  social  Was 
held  and  a  good  time  for  the  55  members 
and  friends  was  had.  An  appropriate  pro- 
gramme was  enjoyed  by  those  in  attend- 
ance at  the  Easter  Sunday  service. 
Epping    Garden     Village    Branch.       Leslie 

Halse,  President,  Marcourt,  Main  Road, 

Eerste  River,  C.P. 

We  are  very  pleased  to  report  Sister  Amy 
Genieve  Halse  has  returned  to  her  home 
from  the  Groote  Schuur  Hospital  much  im- 
proved in  health. 

Through  an  error  we  reported  Edith 
Marion  S.  Langford  as  second  counsellor  to 
the  Relief  Society  President;  instead  it  is 
Patricia  Ena  Allen  who  was  set  apart  as 
counsellor. 

Mowbray  Branch.     Thomas  Wilson,   Presi- 
dent, Forrest  Hill  Road,  Rondebosch. 

Mowbray  Y.W\M.I.A.,  among  other  fine 
lessons,  is  enjoying  a  fine  cookery  class 
directed  by  Sister  Ida  G.   Sharp. 

Brother  Thomas  W^ilson  is  enjoying  a  fine 
holiday  in  Johannesburg  and  Port  Eliza- 
beth. Sister  Feen  Ninow  is  also  having  a 
nice  visit  with  her  many  friends  and  loved 
ones  in  the  Transvaal.  Sister  Amy  Hyland 
is  vacationing  in  the  Oudtshoorn  District, 
and  also  Sister  Heam  in  the  same  district. 
Sister  Ethel  Ryan  and  Sister  Edith  Wild 
spent  part  of  their  vacation  at  Kalk  Bay  at 
the  home  of  Sister  Gatonby.  Brother  Dan 
Cherritt  is  at  home  on  leave  from  duties  at 


Port  Alfred,  when  he  returns  his  wife, 
Sister  Theo.  expects  to  accompany  him  for 
an  indefinite  stay. 

Brother  Edwin  Jakios  has  transferred  his 
labours  to  Ouinorah  while  President  and 
Sister  Sharp  are  away  touring  the  mission. 

Sister  Iris  Fourie  and  son  Trevor  have 
returned  to  their  home  in  Rhodesia  after  a 
fine  holiday  visiting  her  parent  in  Mowbray. 
Blanche  and  George  Page  went  with  her  for 
their  vacation. 

Mowbray  Boy  Scout  Troop  is  making  tine 
progress  passing  many  tests  and  having  a 
good  time. 

Mowbray  Relief  Society  is  showing  a  good 
increase  in  attendance  and  interest. 

The  Standard  Works  of  the  Church.— From  page 

60. 
He  himself  worked  hard  at  the  Hebrew 
language  and  set  us  an  example  of  what  it 
means  to  cultivate  the  mind,  for  "  a  great 
soul  is  strong  to  live  as  well  as  strong  to 
think."  The  Prophet  founded  schools  and 
the  University  of  Nauvoo. 

Then  there  is  the  Pearl  of  Great  Price. 
It  is  a  perfect  reservoir  of  truth,  and  in  it 
as  in  all  the  others  I  have  mentioned,  we 
can  read  about  God  directly,  and  become 
deeply  moved  by  his  holy  words.  We  go 
to  our  holy  books  for  life,  for  more  life  and 
keener  life,  for  life  as  it  crystallizes  into 
higher  and  deeper  significance.  They 
create  within  us  a  sense  of  absolute  truth, 
beauty,  and  goodness.  They  impart  to 
us  the  spirit  of  learning  and  wisdom  and 
truth.  They  tell  us  which  way  we  must 
go  to  find  our  God  who  leads  us  by  our  faith 
to  the  unity  of  the  perfect  life. 


□   Q 


We  cannot  continue  as  a  Republic,  we 
cannot  rise  to  any  true  level  of  greatness, 
unless  that  greatness  is  based  upon  and 
conditioned  by  a  high  and  brave  type  of 
spiritual  life. 

Theodore  Roose veldt. 


My  concern  is  not  whether  God  is  on  oiir 
side;  my  great  concern  is  to  be  on  God's 
side,  for  God  is  alway  right. 

Lincoln. 
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L.D.S.    GROUP    IN    JAP    PRISON 
CAMP    DESCRIBED 


IN  a  roundabout  way  a  report  has  reached 
us  that  for  many  months  a  group  of 
Latter-day  Saint  commissioned  officers  had 
carried  on  regular  Church  activities  while 
prisoners  of  the  Japanese  on  the  Philip- 
pines. 

This  information  was  contained  in  a  letter 
to  the  editor  from  Sadie  Ollorton  Clark,  of 
Houston,  Texas,  who,  in  part,  wrote  as 
follows :  — 

"  A  few  weeks  ago  Major  Morris  L. 
Shoss,  of  Houston,  arrived  home  after  his 
escape  from  a  Japanese  prison  ship.  He 
had  been  taken  prisoner  at  the  fall  of  Cor- 
regidor,  and  was  one  of  the  83  Americans 
known  to  have  been  saved  from  the  tor- 
pedoed ship. 

' '  I  knew  a  young  man  who  was  supposed 
to  be  on  that  ship — Lt.  George  Eobbin 
(Bobby)  Brown,  an  elder  of  the  El  Paso 
(Texas)  Ward.  He  had  belonged  to  the 
New  Mexico'  National  Guard  and  after  the 
fall  of  the  Philippines  his  parents  had 
learned  that  he  was  a  prisoner  but  nothing 
else. 

"  /    called   Major   Shoss   to    ask   if   he 
knew   Lieutenant   Broivn.  He  wasn't 

sure,  but  thought  he  did.  But  after  he 
had  seen  '  Bobby's  '  picture  he  recog- 
n'zed     him     immediately.  He     said: 

'  Bobby    was    a    Mormon,    ivasn't    he? 
Delightedly    I    answered,     '  yes.'       The 
young  m.ajor  then  went  on. 
"  He  had  known   Bobby   well,    and  had 
attended  several  meetings  with  him.       He 
said  there  were  about  25  Mormon  boys  in 
this  prison  camp.       They  had  an  organiza- 
tion and  met  for  services  regularly.       All  of 
them  seemed  to  get  a  great  deal  of  comfort 
from     their     religion.         They     had     some 
literature,  including  the  Standard  Works  of 
the  Church  and  several  song  books.     Major 
Shoss    was    particularly    interested    in    the 
songs  and  poetry. 

"  He  said  Lt.  Brown  was  the  leader  of 
the  group,  taking  charge  of  the  services. 
He  could  also  remember  the  name  of  one 
of    Bobby's    close    friends,    a    boy    named 


Parry,  from  Utah.  He  remembered  par- 
ticularly that  at  one  time  an  officer  in 
charge  had  told  him  that  one  of  the  boys 
was  sick  and  for  Major  Shoss  to  see  that 
he  was  taken  care  of. 

Shoss    recognized    him    as    a    Mormon 
boy,  so  he  went  to  Lt.  Brown  and  he  and 
Officer    Parry    took    care    of   the   sick   boy. 
From   his  description   they   must  have   ad- 
ministered to  him  and  the  boy  was  healed. 
The  Mormon  boys  stuck  together,  he 
said.    They  were  the  cleanest,  finest  boys 
in  camp.      Everyone   admired   them   and 
respected  them  for  their  religion. 

The  prison  camp  was  for  officers  only, 
and  only  for  the  healthiest  men.  There 
vk-ere  no  chronically  sick  or  maimed  among 
them. 

Major  Shoss  paid  high  tribute  to  Lt. 
Brown.  He  said  that  he  was  resourceful 
and  intelhgent,  that  only  in  extraordinary 
cases  were  soldiers  commissioned  while  on 
foreign  duty.  Lt.  Brown  left  the  United 
States  as  a  sergeant.  He  was  commissioned 
a  lieutenant  during  the  siege  of  Bataan. 
But  I  am  sure  the  information  that  gave 
the  most  comfort  to  his  parents  was  Lt. 
Brown's  devotion  to  his  religion,  ana  his 
leadership  among  this  Mormon  associates  in 
the  prison  camp.  He  is  again  reported 
'  missing  '." 

From  The  Deseret  News. 


Power  of  Repentance — From  page  .52. 

One  more  passage.  This  is  from  the 
same  section — 101 — of  the  Doctrine  and 
Covenants : 

Mine  indignation  is  soon  to  be  poured 

out    without    measure    upon    all    nations: 

and    this    will    I    do    when    the    vup    of 

iniquity  is  full.     (D.  and  C.  101:11.) 

May  we  humble  ourselves,  put  our  houses 

in  order,  and  our  lives  in  harmony  with  the 

truth,  that  we  may  receive  the  blessings  of 

the  Lord,   I  humbly  pray,   in  the  name  of 

Jesus  Christ.       Amen. 
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Sunday  School  Sacrament  Gem 

and    Concert    Recitations    for 

|une,  1945 


SACRAMENT   GEM. 

How  great  the  wisdom  and  the   love 
That  filled  the  courts  on  high, 
And  sent  the  Saviour  from  above 
To   suffer,   bleed  and   die. 

GOSPEL    DOCTRINE. 

Verily,  verily  I  say  unto  you,  he  that  hath 
the  spirit  of  contention  is  not  of  nie,  but  is  of 
the  devil,  who  is  father  of  contention,  and  he 
stirreth  up  the  hearts  of  men  to  contend  with 
anger,  one  with  another. — 3  Nephi  11 :29. 

GOSPEL   MESSAGE. 

Verily  I  say  unto  you  that  all  things  unto 
me  are  spiritual,  and  not  at  any  time  have  1 
given  unto  you  a  law  which  was  temporal  .   .   . 

— D.   and  C.  29:34. 


SENIORS. 

And  Christ  truly  said  unto  our  fathers :  If  ye 
have  faith  ye  can  do  all  things  which  are 
expedient  unto  me. — Moroni   10  :23. 

JUNIORS. 

And  now  I  speak  unto  all  the  ends  of  the 
earth — that  if  the  day  cometli  that  the  power 
and  gifts  of  God  shall  be  done  away  among  you, 
it   shall  be  because  of   unbelief. — Moroni   10:24. 


INTERMEDIATE    CLASSES. 

.  .  .  Except  ye  shall  keep  my  commandments, 
which  I  have  commanded  you  at  this  time,  ye 
shall  in  no  case  enter  into  the  kingdom  of 
heaven.— 3  Nephi  12 :20. 

PRIMARY. 

But  when  ye  pray,  use  not  vain  repetitions, 
as  the  heathen,  for  they  think  that  they  shall 
be  heard  for   their   much    speaking. 

—3  Nephi  14  :7. 

KINDERGARTEN. 

God  our  Father  made  the  skies. 
Bees   and  birds  and   butterflies, 
Tiny  flowers   and   trees   that   wave 
These    lovely    gifts    our  Father   gave. 


in  vain ;  for  the  Lord  will  not  hold  him  guiltless 
that  taketh  his  name  in  vain.''  (  Exodus  20:7.) 
"  Speech  is  the  index  of  the  mind."  Are  you 
proud  of  your  index?  Does  it  need  revision!'' 
If  so,  do  you  have  the  courage  and  the  strength 
to  revise  it? 


Branch   Teacher's   Message, 
June,    1945 

••PROFANITY" 

pIKJFANE  language,  the  taking  of  the  name 
•  of  God  in  vain,  is  rapidly  becoming  a  can- 
cer in  the  vocabulary  of  man.  It  is  fixing  a 
very  real  strangle  hold  upon  the  spirituality  of 
its  thoughtless  victims.  Profanity  is  vicious 
and  is  without  excuse  or  defence.  It  is  wholly 
incompatible  with  the  accepted  standards  of  a 
gentleman  and  of  a  lady.  It  is  as  a  red  hot 
iron  burning  its  unmistakable  brand  into  the 
spiritual  fibre  of  the  soul.  When  profane 
language  moves  into  the  life  of  man,  the  spirit 
of  God  moves  out — they  cannot  be  at  home  in 
the  same  heart. 

Wliy  docs  man  so  flippantly  call  upiai  the 
name  of  the  Lord?  What  does  he  think  to 
gain  through  the  unbecoming  use  of  profane 
language? 

It  is  not  improbable  that  he  thus,  con.sciously 
or  otherwise,  attempts  to  compensate  for  some 
undisclosed  feeling  of  inferiority.  Perhaps  there 
are  personal  limitations  which  stand  between 
him  and  the  recognition  he  so  much  desires.  In 
the  younger  age  levels,  he  is  probably  labouring 
under  the  delusion  that  profanity  tends  to  give 
one  that  much  desired  "  grown-up  "  feeling. 

When,  therefore,  his  own  status  and  abilities 
are  found  wanting,  there  is  a  tendency  to  turn 
to  the  profane  use  of  the  sacred  name  of  Gcd, 
thinking  that  cne  is  thus  made  to  appear  im- 
pressive, grown-up,  equal,  adequate.  He  may 
be  more  or  less  unconscious  of  the  reasons  for 
this  sort  of  conduct  but  so  is  the  spoiled  child 
who  resorts  to  tantrums  of  crying  in  varying 
crescendos  in  an  eft'ort  to  offset  the  disadvan- 
tages of  his  size,  his  lack  of  expressive  speech, 
or  the  absence  of  intellectual  poise. 

Then  there  is  the  unthinking  person  who  pro- 
fanes without  sensing  its  impropriety.  He  has 
formed  a  vicious  and  unbecoming  habit  without 
considering  its  effect  upcn  his  life.  He  would 
not  intentionally  offend  the  Lord,  but  his  offence 
is  very  real  and  serious  nevertheless.  He 
probably  has  many  good  qualities,  but  these 
seem  crowded  into  oblivion  when  he  cpens  his 
mouth  in  profane  cursing. 

The  sacred  names  of  God  and  of  Jesus  Christ 
have  a  definite  and  very  real  niace  in  the  life 
of  man.  God  is  our  divine  Father.  He  is 
pure  and  holy.  Anything  suggestive  of  sin, 
whether  in  thought,  in  word,  or  in  action,  is 
offensive  to  him 

Our  Redeemer  is  the  Son  of  God.  He  created 
the  earth  upon  which  we  live.  He  gave  us 
the  plan  of  life  and  salvation.  He  spilled  his 
blood  upon  the  cross — for  us. 

How  can  a  boy,  or  a  girl,  a  man  or  a  woman 
be  so  disrespectful,  so  thoughtless,  so  base,  as 
to  profane  the  names  of  Deity  ?  What  shame 
that  these  diHne  personages  should  ever  be 
spoken   of  in   blasphemous  language. 

"  Let  thv  speech  be  better  than  silence,  or  be 
silent.'  Yes,  better  bo  deprived  of  speech,  if 
thy  speech  destroy  thy  soul. 

Remember,  it  was  the  Lord  who  said —  "Thou 
shalt  not  take  the  name  of  the  Lord  thy  God 
(Continued  foot  of  previous  column.) 
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Sailor    Spreads    Gospel 
With  Semaphore  Flags 

WE  have  heard  of  some  unusual  ways 
of  spreading  the  message  of  tlie 
Gospel  but  none  more  unique  than  that 
reported  in  a  recent  letter  from  Camp 
Gilmore,  the  U.S.  Naval  Base  at  Farragut, 
Ida. 

This  letter,  written  by  Eay  N.  Taylor 
S  2/c,  was  forwarded  to  us  by  President 
Elbert  E.  Curtis,  of  the  Western  States 
Mission,  to  whom  it  was  addressed.  Sea- 
man Taylor  wrote  as  follows:  — 

"  A  rather  peculiar  experience  happened 
to  me  the  other  day.  In  quartermaster 
work,  besides  the  regular  studies  of  naviga- 
tion, steering,  etc.,  we  also  have  to  learn 
visual  communication  b}  flashing  light, 
and  semaphore  flags.  Each  day  we  pair 
off  and  send  messages  to  one  another. 

"  For  want  of  a  text  of  message  to  send, 
I  began  fumbling  around  in  my  pockets  to 
see  if  I  had  any  printed  material. 

"  /  found  a  copy  of  the  little  Church 
News  sent  to  the  servicemen  each  month 
and  I  started  transmitting  President 
Heber  J.  Grant's  address  to  the  service- 
m,en. '  {This  message  ivas  a  condensation 
of  President  Grant's  October  conference 
address.) 

Unknown  to  me,  the  instructor,  a  '  salty 
old'  chief,  was  standing  off  reading  the 
message.  He  soon  came  around  to  me, 
started  ask'ng  questions  concerning  Presi- 
dent Grant,  Salt  Lake  City,  and  some  ot 
the  teachings  of  the  Church.  He  remarked 
on  the  message  I  had  used  in  my  signalling 
and  now  nearly  every  day  he  comes  around 
to  me  and  we  have  a  short  conversation — 
generally  concerning  religion." 

From  The  Deseret  News. 
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Pretty  Good  Schemes 

It's  a  [)retty  good  scheme  to  be  ciieery, 
and  sing  as  you  follow  the  road,  for  a  good 
many  pilgrims  are  weary,  and  hopelessly 
carry  the  load;  their  hearts  from  the  jour- 
ney are  breaking,  and  a  rod  seems  to  them 
I'ke  a  mile ;  and  it  may  be  the  noise  you  are 
making  will  hearten  them  up  for  a  while. 
It's  a  pretty  good  scheme  in  your  joking,  to 
cut  out  the  jest  that's  unkind,  for  the 
barbed  kind  of  fun  you  are  poking,  some 
fellow  may  carry  in  mind;  and  a  good  many 
hearts  have  been  broken,  a  good  msmy 
hearts  fond  and  true,  by  words  that  were 
carelessly  spoken  by  alecky  fellows  like  you. 
It's  a  pretty  good  sciieme  to  be  doing  some 
choring  around  while  you  can ;  for  the  gods 
with  their  g'fts  are  pursuing  the  earnest 
industrious  man ;  and  those  gods,  in  their 
own  El  Dorado,  are  laying  up  wrath  for  the 
one  who  loafs  all  the  day  in  the  shadow, 
while  others  toil,  out  in  the  sun. 

Walt  Mason. 


The  Parable  of  the  Jewel — Frcm  page  53. 

And  so  the  Christian  youth  started  up 
the  mountainside  with  the  Jewel.  Every 
step  he  took,  he  became  a  finer  and  nobler 
soul.  For  it  is  a  settled  law  of  human 
nature  that  the  more  we  do  in  the  spirit 
of  loving  service,  the  nobler  we  become. 

When  the  Christian  youth  reached  the 
entrance  of  the  castle,  he  too,  was  met  by 
the  stern  guard  who  demanded, 

'  What  brings  you  here? 

'  I  have  a  precious  Jewel  for  the  noble- 
man.' 

'  Why  do  you  bring  it?  ' 

'  Because  I  love  the  nobleman.' 

So  the  Christian  youth  was  admitted  into 
the  Castle  and  graciously  delivered  th- 
Jewel  to  the  nobleman  who  invited  the 
youth  to  come  and  live  in  the  castle  for- 
ever." 


Praying  keeps  us  from   sinning;   smning 
keeps  us  from  praying. 

Author  unknown. 
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Milestone. 

The  honeymoon  is  over  when  he  takes  her  off 
a  pedestal   and  puts   her  on   a  budget. 
Q    □ 

Definition. 

A  mother  is  a  person   who,    seeing  there  are 
only  four  pieces  of  pie  for  five  people,  promptly 
announces  that   she  never  did   care  for   pie. 
□    □ 

Preference. 

"Are   you    taking   the    medicine   regularly .P" 
"  I  tasted  it  and  decided  that  I'd  rather  have 
the  cough." 

Q    □ 

Perfect. 

New  Sergeant:    "I'm  a  guy  who  admits  his 
faults,  only  I  haven't  got  any,  see." 
Grit. 

"  What  does  it  mean — *  The  redskin  bit  the 
dust?'" 

"  He  was  eating  spinach,  I  guess." 

in  a  Pinch. 

Mussolini  wired  Hitler:  "Rush  food,  people 
starving." 

Hitler  wired  Mussolini:    "Tighten  belts." 
Mussolini  wired  Hitler:   "Rush  belts." 

Cold  Feet. 

1st  Moron?  "Why  are  your  feet  out  from 
under  the  covers  ?  ' ' 

2nd  Moron:  "I  don't  want  those  things  in 
bed  with  me." 

CD    □ 

The  rookie  was  on  sentry  duty  for  the  first 
time.       A  dark   form   approached. 

"Halt!"  cried  the  recruit,  "Who  goes 
there?  " 

"The  orderly  officer." 

"  Advance." 

The  orderly  officer  advanced  only  to  be 
stopped  after  a  few  steps  by  "  Halt." 

"  This  is  the  second  time  you  have  halted 
me,"  observed  the  officer  bitingly.  "  What  are 
you  going  to  do  next?  " 

"  My  orders,"  was  the  reply,  "  are  to  call 
halt  three  times  and  then  shoot." 


Queer  Queries. 

Have  you   ever   seen   a   sheet   for   a  river   bed  ? 
Or  a  single  hair  from  a  hammer's  head? 
Has  the  foot  of  a  mountain  any  toes? 
And  is  there  a  pair  of  garden  hoes  ? 
Does  a  needle  ever  wink  its  eye? 
Why  doesn't  the  wing  of  a  house  fly? 
Can  you  tickle  the  ribs  of  a  parasol  ? 
Or  open  the  trunk  of  a  tree  at  all  ? 
Are  the  teeth  of  rake  inclined  to  bite? 
Have  the  clock  hands  any  left  or  right  ? 
Is  the  garden  plot  quite  deep  and  dark  ? 
And  what  is  the  sound  of  a  birch  bark  ? 

Boy's  Life. 

□    Q 

Sucker. 

An  asylum  inmate  sat  with  his  fishing  pole 
dangling  over  a  flower  bed. 

A  visitor,  filled  with  sympathy  and  wishing 
to  be  pleasant,  asked,  "  How  many  have  you 
caught?  " 

"  You're  the  tenth  to-day,"  was  the  answer. 
Railway  Employee's  Journal. 


Fits. 

Hubby:  "It's  queer,  but  the  biggest  idiots 
seem  to  marry  the  prettiest  women." 

Wife:  "Oh,  now.  you're  trying  to  flatter 
me." 

Q    □ 

Racket. 

Said  the  cat,  watching  the  tennis  match: 
"  You  know,  it  takes  real  guts  to  be  in  that 
racket." 

U.S.  Rhodolite  Scuttle. 

□    □ 

Restless. 

Doing  nothing  is  the  most  tiresome  job  in  the 
world,   because  you   can't  quit  and   rest. 

Sunshine    Magazine. 
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The  Standard  Works  of  the  Church 

By  LEVI  EDGAR  YOUNG  of  the  First  Council  of  the  Seventy 


(OFTEN  feel  that  we  fail  to  see  the 
beauty  that  lies  all  about  us;  we  fail  to 
realize  that  the  three  great  characteristics 
of  creation  are  truth,  beauty,  and  goodness. 
God  is  behind  all  truth,  beauty,  and  good- 
ness and  there  is  nothing  so  noble  for  the 
soul,  so  uplifting  as  to  be  able  to  find 
beauty  in  all  truth.  In  fact,  it  was  the 

poet  Keats  who  said:  "  Beauty  is  truth, 
truth  beauty."  These  statements  apply 
to  our  Church  works  :  The  Holy  Bible,  the 
"  Holy  "  Book  of  Mormon,  the  "  Holy 
Doctrine  and  Covenants,  and  the  "  Holy 
Pearl  of  Great  Ttice.  I  freely  use  the  adjec- 
tive "  Holy,"  because  all  these  four  stan- 
dard Church  works  are  sacred.  The 
Prophet  Joseph  Smith's  entire  life  was 
devoted  to  discovering  and  having  revealed 
to  him  the  truths  of  God.  These  are  the 
forces  that  made  his  life  what  it  was — a 
life  of  refinement  and  appreciation  for  the 
beautiful. 

I  believe,  my  brethren,  that  if  we  as 
missionaries  will  present  the  word  of  the 
Lord  as  contained  in  the  standard  works  of 
the  Church  in  a  manner  that  will  bring  out 
the  beauty  of  them,  people  will  begin  to 
read  them  as  never  before.  Take  the  Holy 
Bible.  When  I  read  the  first  words  as  con- 
tained in  the  Book  of  Genesis  : 

In  the  beginning  God  created  the 
heaven  and  the  earth.  And  the  earth 
was  ivithout  form,  and  void;  .  .  .  And 
God  said,  Let  there  be  light:  and  there 
was  light  .  .  .  So  God  created  man  in  his 
own  im-age,  in  the  image  of  God  created 
he  him — 

I  feel  thankful  for  prophets  and  revela- 
tors. 

These  words  plant  in  our  hearts  the  truth 
of  truths.  God  is  there  in  the  heavens  as 
our  Father,  the  creator  and  ruler  of  the 
universe.  It  causes  everv  soul  to  reach 


out  to  hiin  and  strive  for  eternity.  Could 
any  words  be  more  beautiful?  Tlie  Holy 
Bible  is  the  book  of  God's  words  and  teach- 
ings. 

As  an  example  of  beauty  in  the  Book  of 
Mormon,  I  commend  to  you  the  twenty- 
ninth  chaj)ter  of  Alma,  which  reads  in 
part  : 

0  that  I  were  an  angel,  and  could  have 
the  wish  of  mine  heart,  that  I  might  go 
forth  and  speak  with  the  trnnip  of  God, 
with  a  voice  to  shake  the  earth,  and  cry 
repentance   unto  every  people  I 

Yea,  I  tvould  declare   unto  every  soul, 

as  ivith  the  voice  of  thunder,  repentance 

and   the    plan    of   redemption,    that    they 

should  'repent   and   come    unto   our  God, 

that    there    might    not    be    more    sorrow 

upon  all  the  face  of  the  earth. 

The    entire    chapter    is    a    lyric    of    great 

beauty.         The  Book  of  Mormon  is  full  of 

such  lyrics.       Some  day  this  holy  book  will 

be  sung  into  the  hearts  of  humanity. 

In  the  Doctrine  and  Covenants  we  are 
admonished  to  train  our  minds  and  under- 
standing.      Says  the  Prophet : 

Call  your  solenni  assembly  .  .  .  seek 
ye  diligently  and  teach  one  another  ivords 
of  wisdont:  yea,  seek  ye  out  of  the  best 
books  words  of  ivisdom :  seek  learning, 
even  by  study  and  also  by  faith.  Organize 
yourselves :  prepare  every  needful  thing: 
and  establisli  a  house,  even  a  house  of 
prayer,  a  liouse  of  fasting,  a  house  of 
faith,  a  house  of  learning,  a  house  of 
glory,  a  house  of  order,  a  house  of  God. 
(D.  and  C.  88:117-119.) 

Thoughts  are  precious  seeds  of  life,  and 
here  we  are  taught  to  become  thinkers. 
The  Prophet  Joseph  founded  a  School  of 
the  Prophets  and  encouraged  the  study  of 
the  classical  languages  including  Hebrew. 
(Continued  on  page  .55.) 
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